Oestrogenic activity of oestradiol-decanoate after oral administration to rodents.
Oestradiol-decanoate, dissolved in arachis oil and orally administered to rodents, produces oestrogenic effects. Compared on a molecular basis the ester has 0.1-1.0 times the activity of ethinyl oestradiol, dependent on the species and the parameter studied. The effects of oestradiol-decanoate are less or absent when the oil is omitted. It is likely that absorption of the steroid ester takes place via the intestinal lymphatics in conjunction with the oil.